Jensen

Issue 256 Nov — Dec 2017

3y s T - R TR

SR P, e e e




The Semper Opera House, Theaterplatz | ’
(centre) and river Elbe behind z

en years ago, in 2007, we held a meeting in Saarburg with a good 30 cars (see ‘Jensen’ magazine #196, p 20) and the
famous ‘Cuvée Jensen’ sparkling wine. It had been the largest Jensen event in Germany for a very long time. | was asked
a few times in the past if there would be a second event similar to that one.

When we first came up with the idea of a ‘Ten years after’, our plan
was to hold it in the Eifel area and make the Nurburgring the center
of the meeting. But since then, with a few people heavily involved in
the organisation having moved away from there, we had lost the much
needed local base.

That led to the decision for Saxony to be the location for 2017 as
both Jérg and myself live in Dresden now. As in Saarburg our intention
was to make it a driver’s event: no concours, no polishing (well, not
forbidden, but not rewarded) but sheer pleasure with driving our cars
and maybe a few drinks. There was no winery available this time so we
choose beer to be the main drink, thus the idea of creating ‘Fahrbier’
to join us constantly during the meeting developed

A reliability rally with tests as the main focus of the event was also
quickly decided upon, and we thought that maybe 50 teams would be
interested in something like that. So when | first tried to evaluate the
reaction in the Forum in September 2016 | was absolutely caught by
surprise — we immediately had 60 teams promising they would come;
and suddenly we had a problem. With nearly a year to go it was time
to find a hotel to host 120 people, not in a city centre, but of equally
good quality. When we asked the SchloBhotel Lichtenwalde for the
mid weekend in September 2017 we could secure 62 of the 84

rooms, the rest were already booked for a wedding. A few weeks later
we had 90 teams willing to come so we had to look for an additional
hotel. We were fortunate that the dates for the 2017 races of the
GT Masters series at the Sachsenring just around the corner were
not finalised and the Landhotel in Frankenberg promised to block 25
rooms for us.

Al 11.

A

o e T T




—

Two C-VS8s outside the
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Our Chairman with the prizes won by
the JOC during the last 12 months

Another two weeks later in December 2016 we stood at 98 teams and
| was really worried. Another 15 rooms were secured as an absolute
maximum. And the Sachsenring was no longer available for us to do
some driving tests because of the GT Masters event.

Then the detailed planning started. Whenever you organise a meeting,
be it a family reunion, a company event, a gathering of weirdos, no
matter how many and which kind of people join, you have to take care
of proper food and drinks. Everything can go wrong, but it will all be
excused by the participants unless they are left hungry or thirsty...
Barbeque for the first evening (Friday) was the easiest option; people

2,000 bottles of beer from the Einsiedler Brauerei
— we may need to rethink the delivery vehicle...

The Renaissance court inside
the King’s castle — behind

is the Verkehrsmuseum
(Museum of Transport)

will get food, no matter when they arrive. Saturday, after the rally, a
nice dinner in a great location was to form the perfect setting for the
winners’ ceremony. September normally is sunny and warm in this area
(at least for the past 4 years) so the decision was made to have the
dinner in the Baroque Garden of the nearby SchloB Lichtenwalde. It
took some time to convince the restaurant and the management but
finally they agreed. Up to 180 people could be seated and served in
the beautiful garden.

Next was the beer. Finding the right brewery with a nice and smooth
beer was more difficult than we thought but the Einsiedler Brauerei
was very open to our suggestions (2.000 bottles of ‘Fahrbier’) and
happy to host a test during the rallye.

Finally the rallye needed to be organised. My first idea was to do a
number of tests at the Sachsenring, a fantastic race track famous for
its annual Moto GP World Championship event just around the corner.
In December | was told that during our weekend they are going to host
the GT Masters series, so no chance to use the circuit.

We now had to find some scenic roads, a place for lunch, create a
road book, add tests and regularities somewhere on the road and
insure the event. It should be a pleasure for all, so a balance between
experienced drivers and novices to such an event had to be found. We
drove the selected roads seven times in total to make sure the road
book was without any faults or mistakes. Rallye plates, polo shirts, and
some gifts (bookmarks, brochures, lapel pins) from the JOC Chairman
concluded the whole package.



For Sunday we thought that an interesting cultural programme in
one of the most beautiful cities of Germany should be of interest for
everyone, so | contacted the museums of Dresden. They were all very
keen to host us and make guided tours. Inner city parking for 80-
90 cars was a problem until Jérg’s brilliant idea to use his political
contacts and arrange the parking lot of the Staatskanzlei, the seat of
the Saxon Prime Minister.

All was set, planned, calculated, and paid for—so let the Jensenites come.
| thought | was well prepared and | could now enjoy the Goodwood
Revival the weekend before the meeting. Sitting at Woodcote corner
watching the practice runs on Friday morning | got a call from the
restaurant saying that outdoor dinner for Saturday evening would not
be possible due to the weather conditions. Indoors they only have
room for a maximum of 110 guests. But we would be 160. There was
no other place available, wedding parties everywhere, so on Tuesday
morning after returning from Goodwood we had to organise a tent and
ask the castle owners for permission to erect it in the centre of the
yard. Quite expensive due to the very short notice.

It all was agreed, money paid and on Thursday afternoon the first
(Swiss) participants roared into the parking lot of the hotel. From now
on there was no way to stop it and so the event started with the
first ‘Fahrbier’. | will leave other writers to describe their experiences
and what they think of the meeting. | was happy it all went well; no
accidents nor damages during the rallye, no major car trouble (only
the usual hiccups, electrical, fuel and mechanical stuff) and no problem
with the beer supply... 78 cars, 150 participants, 12 countries, a wide
range of Jensens (541, C-V8, Interceptor, SP, FF, Coupé, Healey, GT,
S-V8) and a clear winner of the rallye: Liz and Sjef van de Wee won the

‘ Peter Neale’s 541R complete
 with the Saxony rally plate

Jensen ‘Fahrbier’ 2017

70 Jensens on top of the Fichtelberg mountain

first prize, one of the very few remaining historic bottles of the ‘2007
Cuvée Jensen’.

Other prizes were presented to the best (silver medal) and the worst
(bronze medal) team of the three tests, all received with pride and
laughter. Kev Birch hit the light barrier at exactly 15.00 seconds, Paul
Jensen parked his car exactly in the middle of the beer crates and
only seven teams were exactly on time at the slalom. | would like to
thank Jérg, my brother Peter, Arne, Szymon, Karsten, Monika, Simon,
Daniela, Arthur, Sophia and Laurence and all the others involved for
their support; | am really looking forward to visiting at least one of the
Irish, the Dutch and the Swiss events next year.
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Christian Jensen (Denmark), Peter Jansan (Germany), and
Stig Jensen (Finland), outside the Frauenkirche (Dresden)




